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■■■ ■ ■ - —— WHO FLED IRAN, TALKS TO DOH OBEROO 

Watching Your Revolution Go 

Down the Drain 



******** 

Q: So it was just a game, a sideshow? ; 

■ A: It was just a complete farce. Which ' 
really means that condnuously from the very , 
banning of the revolutionary year until the ! 
day Carter left, they never understood Iran. ■ 

Q: You’d been reading documents of the | 
United States embassy [captured by the mili- j 
tants and recently published] in Tehran. } 
They say what people in the embassy reaiiy 
thought was going on in Iran. What is your ^ 
ftft<»>><>sTppnt. of the knowledge bv the embassy , 
experts of what was taking place in your 
country? 

A: The documents show that America ri pf- j 
ficials in Iran had an impressive knowledge of : 
the interna l functi oning and arrangemegtsjrf , 
the Iran iM political ord e r — including a ' 
great deal of knowledge abo ut the personal ^ 
qualities and c h aracteris tics of t he key indi- j 
viduals in pos itions of authority from the 
sh^ to h i s sister, the prime ministe r and 
various ministers. The failure of intelligent 
was very co nceptual. American an alysts in 
' Iran, just a s American aca demicia ns in . this 
^ country, d i d not see a threat to the reg ime 
' coming from the populace. The only sourc e of 
threat they perceived was the military. 

Q; If they had such good information about 
the individuals and about the situation, how 
could they conceivably reach the conclusion 
as late as 1978 that Iran was not in a revolu- 
tionary or even pre-revolutionary condition? 

A: They knew nothing about the opposi- 
tion. They knew nothing about the-cultiiral, 
social consequences of the shah’s programs. 
They had contempt for the culture. j 

Q; Contempt for the culture? ' 

A: Contempt for the culture. That this cul- 
ture is incapable of people risirig up. What 
American officials told the shah and his sister ; 
and the rest of the entourage — compliment- ^ 
ing them and praising them for their West- 
ernization and so forth — was very different 
from the way they really felt. They knew 
, about the corruption, cynicism, submissive- 
ness, absence of loyalty, total absence of sin- 
cerity with respect to the government. 


There were some individuals within the 
embassy who really understood the Iranian 
culture and in fact were sympathetic. But 
these individuals had no input into the re- 
porting or the analysis of what was happening 
in Iran. Thp real rep orting cam e from th e 
CIA operatives. 

One CIA man bv the name of Guy Ruther - 
ford was introduced to Abol Hassan Bani- 
Sadr in December 1978 in P aris. He was in- 
troduced to Bani-Sadr as a progressive Amer- 
i^ businessman rep resenti ng a firm in 
Philadelphi a. The man went to B ani-Sadr 
CTiticizing American policies toward Iran, 
support inf the revohitinn and Mving that in 
his view there was no contradiction between a 
revoTuS onarv success and continuation of 
eoult^e trade relations between Iran and 
the United State s. 

Q: This man was actually a CIA agent? 

A- Was_gct uallv a CIA agent. He says to 
Bani-Sadr. “Wi ll vou be interested in becom- I 
tng our economicj?dyiset when you return to ' 
Iran?” Bani-Sadr savs “No, I ^ not inte r- ' 
ested bec ause 1 a m g oing to publi sh _aj?e^- 
paper. Tam going to be involved in politics. 
But if vou want a ny information or guidance 
we will have a min ister .QL^iliineE££.M>d ^ey . 
can give vo u all the i nformation.” and wbat - 
eyerr I B ani-Sad ri talked as if he is talking to 
an independent progressive businessman. 

A month later he returns to Iran, he calls 
orTIS^-Sa d r on ce again w ho was having 
lunch at his sister’s house and Bani-Sadr 
asked h i m to come over. They have another 
very generalized c onversation a bout the revo- 
Tutlon . I thinint’s fMcinating to reid KutheT - 
ford’s memo about Bani-Sadn 
Q: What does he say? 

A H e s ays “Bani- S adr is an ambitious 
mAP JH e is a potential agent tie does not 
heed mone y right now, but later on he might 
r>eed us. He wws a gold watch, and that in- 
jT^tes the man is rnaterialistic. He wearsla 
w ell-tailored suit, it means he has a taste for a 
luxurious lif e. He wants to become a newspa - 
per pi^'iis h'er.” And then he generalizes that 
newspape r publishers are ambitious and open 
tohnfery or corruption . 
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